
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday 24th February Newsletter: 2017 Issue 7 
Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s), 

 

Google Explorers!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday, children from Years 1 to 6 took part in the Google Expeditions Programme. There was 

lots of excitement as the children went on virtual journeys using viewers guided by their teachers 

from a tablet. From spotting snakes and orangutans in the rainforest to exploring the solar system, 

the children had great fun exploring the world beyond the classroom. 

World Book Day – Thursday 2nd March 

Your child has already been given a letter to explain how we are celebrating World Book Day in 

school. We are allowing children to dress up as their favourite book character – just for fun. All 

children who don’t wish to dress up must wear uniform please. Look out for your free £1 book token on 
Thursday. The £1 books are available from Waterstones and WHSmiths and lots of other bookshops.  Here 
are some of this year’s titles: 

 

 
 

Photographs 

If you wish to purchase photographs please can we ask you to hand in payment by Wednesday 1st 

March. We have requested an extension on the original date to allow you more time.  

 

 

 

http://www.worldbookday.com/book/the-famous-five/


   
 

 

Classroom News:  

Moat/Keep/Bailey: Welcome back after the short break, we are so excited to start a new half term 

and a new topic. Our topic this half term is all about animals. We have had an exciting start with some 

eggs been delivered from a local farm. We can't wait for the 30 days to pass and the chicks to begin 

hatching, we have also had a visit from some Guide Dogs, we will be collecting money over the next 

week to support the charity. We thank you in advance for your support. This week our focus in 

literacy has been around the story Dear Zoo. The children have been reading and writing sentences 

from the story and thinking about the different animals. Moat Citizens of the week: Hamza and 

Lusara, Speaker of the week is Favour, Writer of the Week is Eva.Bailey Group: Citizens of the 

week: Amelia Rose and Arshaq, Speaker of the week is Lavayah, writer of the week is Nina L.Keep 

group, Citizens of the week: Soliana and Kartikey. Speaker of the week is Edney, Writer of the 

week is Nadia.   

Year 1 - Scarborough: What a lovely week back we have had after the half term holidays. Our topic 

this term is 'growing' with a particular focus around plants. This week in Literacy we have been re-

writing the story of The Three Little Pigs and The Big Bad Wolf- but we haave changed all of the 

animals! In Maths we have been looking at fractions and finding one half of a number of objects. Our 

Citizens of the week are: Lauy and Aicha. Our Writer of the week is: Valentino. Our Speaker of the 

week is: Eyad.  

Year 1 – Spofforth: It has been lovely meeting the children and getting to know them this week. I 

(Miss Gillies) have enjoyed teaching this lovely class. In Maths, we have been learning how to find 

half of a number. In English, the children have had fun with drama – acting out the story of The 

Three Little Pigs. Our topic this term focuses on plants and we hope to plant some beans to see 

exactly what happens as they grow. Our Citizens of the Week are Jayden and Samantha. Our Writer 

of the week is Alaina. Our speaker of the Week is Yasser. 

Year 2- Middleham: We have had a busy first week back starting our new 'Rainforests' topic. I 

think we have some future explorers in Year 2; their enthusiasm has been lovely to behold. In 

Literacy, we learned to use lots of persuasive features in our writing when we produced some lovely 

adverts, persuading people to go on holiday to the Amazon. In Maths, we have been recording and 

interpreting data about our favourite fruit. Our Citizens of the Week are Kyron and Badar for 

working really hard and showing a positive attitude to their learning. Our Writer of the Week is 

Deyana for producing a lovely persuasive advert and our Speaker of the Week is Daniel for always 

being polite, helpful and kind whenever he speaks to anoyone. 

Year 2 - Conisbrough : This week we have started our new topic all about rainforests. We have been 

looking at writing holiday adverts for a trip to the Amazon Rainforest! In maths we have been making 

tally charts and creating bar charts based on the children's favorite fruits. Our speaker of the week 

this week is Rimi Vishwakarama for always putting up her hand and giving very thoughtful answers. 

The writer of the week is Albert Carnici  for great ideas and trying his best to write independently. 

Our citizens of the week are Yusuf Musse-Wadowr for some very kind comments in circle time and 

Lucas Coley for being a great help around the classroom.  

Year 3 - York:The children were excited about coming back to their usual daily routine after their 

holiday. It was so lovely to have them back!  In writing this week the children will start learning about 

the features of play scripts. In numeracy, they are learning to identify and sort 2-D and 3 D-shapes. 

They are making 3-D shapes using a range of designs and materials. Our Citizens this week are 



   
 

 

Abdifitah, he always works well as part of a team, and Hafsa for working well with other people in her 

group. Our writer of the week is Dena for working independently during science. Our speaker is Asma 

for explaining what plants need to stay healthy.  

Year 3- Ripley: A fabulous first week back in Ripley. The children have really settled down into their 

new routines and classes and are really trying hard to improve their work as much as they can. In 

maths this week we have been focussing on shape. The children have done a fantastic job of 

identifying different 2d and 3d shapes in and around the classroom. In literacy we are starting to 

look at play scripts, in particular the format of how they are written and some of the famous authors 

that have produced them. We have just started our new topic, plants. We will be looking at all the 

different parts of a plant how what they need to grow. The citizens of the week this week are Adam 

and Shannon. The writer of the week is Madison and the speaker of the week is Tajmeel.  

 

Year 4-Skipton: It’s lovely to see all the children refreshed after the half term. In creative writing 

our attention turns to fictional stories related to our topic. We are introduced guiding reading which 

will take place every day to help improve reading and comprehension. Our children will be trying their 

skills at reading and writing poetry. In maths the children will learn how to use decimals and 

fractions. They will be building their own fraction walls. Our topic focus will be on Indus Valley and 

we will be looking at some of the achievements of ancient civilizations.  We will be creating our own 

artefacts in clay as well as other pieces reflecting some of the art found in the Indus Valley. In 

French we will be developing our vocabulary relating to family members. We will also be learning how 

to build sentences and phrases. In science we will be looking closely at food chains. Citizens of the 

week are Tobias for trying his best to develop both his social and academic skills. Daniella for 

stepping out of her comfort zone to exceed in all areas. Speaker of the Week is Sienna FC for an 

imaginative interpretation of a simile in literacy. Writer Of the week is Alfey for making the right 

choices which has resulted in him achieving a piece of writing he is proud of, so are the Year 4 team. 

 Year 4 – Richmond: Welcome back to a new and exciting term in year 4. This term we will be trying 

to turn our children in poets! In creative writing our attention turns to fictional stories related to 

our topic. We have introduced guiding reading every afternoon to help improve reading and 

comprehension. In maths we will learn to understand and use fractions and decimals. The children will 

be able to convert fractions to decimals and vice versa and they will learn how to round to the 

nearest whole number. Our topic focus will be on History. We will be looking at the achievements of 

ancient civilizations with an emphasis on the Indus Valley. In music we will be appreciating, and 

understand, a number of live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and great 

composers. The children will continue to develop their skills in swimming every Thursday. Our science 

theme will continue to be focussed on animals including humans. Citizens of the Week are Hanane for 

showing maturity in the way she overcomes problems. Being very kind and sensitive to others. Geet 

for giving her classmates some useful and interesting insights into Indian culture. Speaker of the 

week is Leyla for participating in whole class discussion with more confidence.  Our writer of the 

week is John Paul for beautiful handwriting. 

Year 5-Pickering: It was lovely to see the children on Monday rested after their holiday and all 

ready to start the new half term. Well done to all the children who did their homework and wrote a 

description of aliens or a newspaper report. We started our new Vikings topic this week and we are 

really looking forward to experiencing life as a Viking next Monday at Murton Park.  In literacy we 

are looking at the work of Jeremy Strong and we will eventually write an episode in a story. In maths 

we are carrying on with shape -looking at nets of 3D shapes and their properties. Our citizens of the 
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week this week are Sandro and Kaysea.Our speaker of the week is Favour and our writer of the week 

is Bafoday. 

Year 5 –Helmsley: I hope everyone had a great holiday and it has been lovely to welcome everyone 

back after the break. We have been moving onto shape in maths and the pupils have loved the 

practicality of building 3D shapes out of nets. We will be moving onto narrative in literacy and again it 

has been wonderful to see more join the group from Read Write Inc.   Our citizens of the week are 

Mario and Anita. Our writer of the week is Mena and our speaker of week is Aleksandrs.  

Year 6 – Bolton: I am so happy to see all the children back refreshed and ready to learn again. We 

have had wonderrful week in Bolton class this week. In writing we have looked at biographies and the 

children have been wrting their own on some very famous people ! In computing we have had a special 

Google expedition session, the children were fantastic and thought the whole experience was 

incredible. Our writer of the week this week is Eric. Our speaker of the week is Abdullahi. Our 

citizens this week are two hard working but conscientious young ladies who deserve so much praise 

for their consistantly brillaint attitudes. Well done Sarah and Destiny.  

Year 6 – Pontefract: Let me please say thankyou to the children for a lovely first week in Pontefract 

class. The children have worked so hard on all areas this week especially their writing of poems. I also 

want say how well they worked in computing this week especially with their google expedition. Our 

speaker of the week is Emdadul. Our writer of the week is Iosif and our citizens of the week are 

Adan and Estera Bianca. 

Family Support Team 

All the classes and sessions are starting up again this week! We have some new courses starting in 

the next few weeks so look out for the leaflets that will be given to your children to bring home. 

‘Disability Awareness & Basic BSL’ starts next Wednesday 1pm –2.30pm. Please feel free to join us or 

ring the team for more information. Fitness classes on a Wednesday morning and Friday morning 

9.30am - 11am also start again next week. Our Esol classes are every Monday 12.30-2.45, Tuesday 

9.30am-11.30am and Thursday 9.30am-11.30. If you would like any more information, advice, support 

or to book an appointment with the team please call and see us in the Community Centre or ring 

07510801081. 

Important dates:  

Parent Consultation evenings 

Monday 13th March 3-5pm 

Tuesday 14th March 4-7pm 

 

Mrs Coe & Mrs Simpson 
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